I hate made post mortem inspections in several cases of arsenical poisoning, and hare invariably found livid patches in the inner lining of the heart, more especially that of the left ventricle about the columnce carnece; so much so, that in cases of suspected poisoning, I always examine first the heart, and if I discover these patches, I invariably find arsenic in the stomach. The greater or less size and depth of colour of the patches appears to bear some pi'oportion to the more or less extent and intensity of redness in the mucous membrane of the stomach.
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On the 8th July last, I examined three bodies of men who died from arsenical poisoning. In two, the redness in the stomach was extensive, and the patches in the left ventricle of the heart of each very well marked. In the third, the inner lining of the stomach was only dotted here and there with red spots, and the patches in the heart, although quite visible, of a much less deep colour than in the other two. I found a considerable quantity of arsenic in the stomachs of all three, but in that of the third, the greater part was enveloped in a lump of Jcheer, ( Taylor, in his book " On Poisons" before mentioned, although rejecting the connection of the post mortem heart marks with arsenical poisoning, fully admits the physiological action of the drug on the heart. In page 323 he says :?" The remote influence of arsenic upon the heart is proved by the faint.ness and syncope which are so frequently met with in the progress of the case."
In my mind, I have little doubt that, in the three cases before quoted from Taylor's book, viz., that of the Mother, Elder Child, and Infant in the stomachs of whom the redness was so marked, the livid patches in the hearts could scarcely have been absent. With regard to the rapidity with which arsenic acts on the heart, after being introduced into the stomach, Taylor states in page 332:?"In some of these rapid cases of death, especially in those of Mr. Foster (case 2) and that of Dr. Morland, it is evident from the symptoms that the brain and heart had become remotely affected within the very elicrt period of two hours. It is therefore reasonable to infer that the poison had become absorbed, and that the theory of certain French toxicologists, who assign a period of several hours as absolutely necessary to the action of arsenic, is unfounded. Either the theory is false, or the remote effects of arsenic may be produced independently of absorption !" I do not know why Taylor chose to put a note of admiration at the end of the above sentence. Evidently he thought it an absurdity that arsenic introduced into the stomach could act on the heart independently of absorp- 
